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Passenger Records & Shipping Agents

• Housekeeping . . .

– This is a practicum – other handouts with how to 
do this have been sent out

– Everyone was asked – if they wanted to - to 
submit a person to trace from the U.S. back to 
Norway.

– I’ve selected a few and I’ll start cold – looking for 
data using the tools we have.

– We’ll do as many as possible – demonstrating 
what can – and can’t – be found
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• I’ve received quite a bit of feedback with 
questions on how to “jump the pond”.

• The main issue is – it’s different for every time 
period and case because of what you know, don’t 
know, and what is available to help that situation.

• Therefore, we’ll do a practicum using examples.

• The goal is to show how to approach the problem 
presented and hopefully help those whom
submitted people I didn’t select.
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• I will not do any work in advance – a cold start.

• Everyone can chime in with suggestions when I 
get stuck – and I will.

• I will select 6, but we may only get through 
three or four.

• Take notes on anywhere where the facts and 
circumstances are “close” to what your need is.
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• I offer my great grand parents, Wilhelm and Oline Sether as subjects for 
investigation. I cannot find records of them leaving Norway or arrival in the U.S. or 
Canada. What I know, they lived Oslo prior to emigrating (where he was a 
policeman) and they landed in Kingsbury County South Dakota and later to Wester 
South Dakota. I have the intent by Wilhelm Sether for naturalization, but was never 
naturalized. A ship is not noted on these papers. I have records showing they arrived 
January 1893. My grandmother was born May 1893. They had two children prior to 
emigrating, Olga ( born 10/4/ 1886) and Anna (born 5/17/1888). Both Wilhelm and 
Oline had the last name Anderson prior to emigration. The story is that there was 
another Bill Anderson on the ship, so he had to change the last name. Wilhelm born 
in Sord- Odal and Oline in Nord-Odal.
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• Inger Regina Tonnessen Oxnevad (Oxnevad was farm name and adopted as last 
name in US) born in 1865 arrived in approximately 1904 or 1905. She left Stavanger 
with record of two small boys. Family lore has her arriving in Boston.
• Her husband Lars Carlsen (sometimes spelled Karlsen)Oxnevad, born in 1873 in 
Rogaland, arrived a year sooner and Americanized his name to Louis.
•

• I have been able to find anything on her until they moved to Oregon where she 
appears on census. Family story is she left Stavanger on her own with her two young 
sons (born 1900 and 1902 one named Frank the other likely Lars) and smuggled my 
grandfather Sven onto the ship as he was too young for a small pox vaccine. She 
arrived in Boston with no English and made her way to So Dakota to find Lars. He had 
pushed on to ND and she followed. She may have been traveling with a woman by the 
last name of Jullen. As you can imagine she is a heroine in our family but the truth 
would be fine.
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• Once again let's try Sillie Marie Christiansdatter Stjernaas her first departure was on 26 Jul 
1882 and residence was Årstad, Bergen, Bergen, Hordaland, Norway. Found her on the 1875 
census in Norway in this location Øvre Móllendal, Årstad, Bergen, Norge. According to Norway 
Heritage she left on the Cunard Line in Bergen, Norway and possibly sailed to Hull, England 
before sailing across the ocean. Possible ports could be New York City, Balitmore or possibly 
Boston. She was next located in St Joseph, Berrin, Michigan working as a domsetic servant. 
She went by Sillie Marie Stjernass on all departures and arrivals for both times. 
•
• Sometime around 1884 - 1885 she returned to her family and stayed until June 1887 after 
the birth of her second son in May 1886 she would leave this child in Norway. She was living in 
Møllendal, Aarstad, Bergen, Hordaland, Norway. She would once again departe from the port 
of Bergen, Norway on the shipping line of the Allen Line and once again possibly sailing to Hull 
England before sailing across the ocean to the possible same ports. As of this time have not 
been able to find any passenger records for Sillie Marie Stjernaas except for the port departure 
from Bergen, Norway. 
•
• Since she came by herself there would be no Naturalization papers as she was a single 
woman. The first document that I can find on her is the marriage record to my second great -
grandfather James Henry Walker in St Joseph, Berrin, Michigan and she had changed her 
name to Mary Pricscilla Starnas and the marriage date was the 20 March 1893 after the birth of 
her third son and the firs one with my second - great grandfather. She is on census records in 
Kenosha, Kenosha, Wisconsin from 1900 to 1920 and then eight years later she is killed in a 
car accident that my maternal grandmother and her younger brother were also in the car. My 
great - uncle was also killed in the accident. This was on 18 June 1928 which was also her 
birthday in Waukegan, Lake, Illinois, USA, Have the death certificates for both individuals along 
with the burial permits. 
•
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Advanced person search - The Digital Archive (digitalarkivet.no)
 https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/search/persons/advanced

Norsk-Englsih Genealogy Dictionary
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/14528455/norsk-english-genealogy-dictionary-the-
etnedal-genealogical-lag 

https://martinroe.com/blog/norwegian-genealogy-dictionary-2/ 

http://www.norwayheritage.com/emigration-records.htm 

http://norwayheritage.com/ 

http://immigrantships.net/

http://www.stevemorse.org/ 
Steve Morris’ Castle Gardens Search
  http://stevemorse.org/ellis/boat2.html 

https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/search/persons/advanced
https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/search/persons/advanced
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/14528455/norsk-english-genealogy-dictionary-the-etnedal-genealogical-lag
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/14528455/norsk-english-genealogy-dictionary-the-etnedal-genealogical-lag
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/14528455/norsk-english-genealogy-dictionary-the-etnedal-genealogical-lag
https://martinroe.com/blog/norwegian-genealogy-dictionary-2/
http://www.norwayheritage.com/emigration-records.htm
http://norwayheritage.com/
http://immigrantships.net/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
http://stevemorse.org/ellis/boat2.html
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• References - Immigration Records
• New York Passenger Lists (Castle Garden) 1820–1891

– https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1849782?collect
ionNameFilter=false&cid=bl-fsup-8025

• New York Passenger Arrival Lists (Ellis Island) 1892–1924

– https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1368704?collect
ionNameFilter=false&cid=bl-fsup-8026

• St Albans - United States Border Crossings from Canada to 
United States, 1895-1956 • FamilySearch

– https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803785

• St Albans - Vermont, Canadian Border Crossings, 1895-1954 
• FamilySearch

– https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2185163
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